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the characteristic features of genuine popular tradition. It is wholly
devoid of poetic feeling, it has every appearance of being a made-up thing,
the result of a dispassionate study of facts, customs, cults, antiquities,
memorials, and names of places, out of which a spurious history has been
spun. If real heroic deeds, performed by JEneas in the home-land of
Latiian, had passed from month to mouth, in what different and how much
richer colours would the story have beer* painted. The sow of Lavimum
and her thirty piglings would not play such a prominent part as it does.
jEneas never became the national hero' of the Romans: not all the art of
Virgil conld accomplish that. N"one of the numerous Roman festivals, none
of the public games, celebrate his memory. Doubtless the tradition of him
and his Battlement in Latinrn rests upon no real historical tradition. In
considering the Roman tradition of -Eneas we must bear in mind the fact
that it is not the only one of its kind.

A. host of Italian towns date their origin from the heroes of Greek legends,
particularly those of the Homeric period. Thus Tuseulum was supposed to
nave been "built by Telegonus, the son of Ulysses and Circe; Prseneste by
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the same Telegonos, or by a grandson of Ulysses and Circe, named Prsenestes;
Lanuvium by Diomedes; Ardea by the son of Circe so named, or by Danae*
the mother of Perseus; Antiuia by a son of Ulysses and Ciree ; Politorium
by Polites son of Priainus; the towns of the Yeaeti by Antenor; the names
of Diomedes, Ulysses, Philoctetes constantly appear in the myths of the
foundations of the cities.
There is no lack of supposed settlements of fugitive Trojans. Besides the
city of Segesta, and the tribe of'the Elyini in Sicily, the town of Siris on
the river Siris \vas a supposed Trojan settlement; and Cora owed its founda-
tion to Dardanians. The tradition of the settlement of JEneas in Latium is
to be judged by the same criterion as these sagas, which were no doubt
generally credited in the various feowns concerned. It is, however, no better
authenticated or more worthy of belief than the rest, which have no histori-
cal foundation, and only arose from the attempt of many Italian cities
to trace their origin to the figures of Greek mythology, and especially to
connect themselves with the Trojan myth. The analogy therefore forces
us to realise that the connection of the story of the settlement in Latium
'with the JEneas myth has no better authority.
The argument that this story became the state religion of the Romans
eight hundred years later rests on a Tery slight foundation; moreover the